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Thank you for your letter of 12 January to the Foreign Secretary and your interest in
Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories. The Foreign Secretary receives an
exceptionally large volume of correspondence; | have therefore been asked to reply.

We do not accept that Jewish settlements are legal. Settlements are not only illegal
under international law and in direct contravention of Israel's Roadmap
commitments, but more practically they represent an attempt to create ‘facts on the
ground’ which makes a two-state solution, with Jerusalem as a shared capital,
harder to achieve. We have been clear that Israeli settlement activity is a major
barrier to our pursuit of a lasting peace agreement in the Middie East. The israeli
government’s policy of connecting settlements to already scarce water supplies and
restricting Palestinian movement and access in Occupied Territory, including

establishing a secondary road system to separate Palestinian and Israeli traffic
makes matters worse.

The Foreign Secretary emphasised this to Israeli Foreign Minister Lieberman during
their meeting in London on 24 January that settlements were illegal and must stop.
Foreign Office Minister Mr Burt, during his visit to Israel and the Occupied
Palestinian Territories on 18 January, delivered the same message. We will
continue to press for an end to all settlement activity.






